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Skin in the day's fight5 and still fresh.15
The sergeants bargained for the flesh,                                   63oSo
Paying high price for what they bought,
And to obtain it fiercely fought 5
The king heard this, and caused a ban
To be cried, that, if any man
Whose horse had died would give the meat
To his good soldiery to eat,
He would give that man a live horse.
The soldiers thus had free recourse
To them; they flayed them with a will
And of the good parts ate their fill.                                        6,090
THEY  PASS THE  FOREST   OF  ARSUR
Here for two days the host abode.16                              Sept. 3-4
The third, at tierce, upon the road                                      Sept. 5
It moved, in order ranged for battle 5
For it was said the pagan cattle,
The unbelieving black-faced brood,
Had hid themselves in Arsur wood,
Which that day they would set on fire,
Kindling it to a blaze so dire
And fearsome that 'twould burn and roast
Our army. Nonetheless the host                                             6>ioo
Through Arsur forest made its way.
I think that no man can gainsay
That 'twas a march as fine and fair
As has been witnessed anywhere.
They went straight on and had no cause
Ever to make a halt or pause.
So through the wood they came at last
And by the Mount of Arsur passed,
15 Beha ed Din (p. 279) reports this famine in the Christian camp as he learned
of it from Christian captives.
10 Neither the Estoire nor the Itinerarmm mentions an incident which Beha ed Din
says happened -while Richard was encamped on the Salt River. Richard requested a
conference with Saphadin and asked for peace, but as he demanded the return of all the
Christian territory conquered by Saladin, the negotiations were impossible.